
Otter Lake Water Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

July 9, 2019 
 

Chairman Jake Rettberg with all Commissioners present convened the regular meeting of the Otter 
Lake Water Commission at 5:00 pm.  Others present included Dennis Ross, Joe Hogan, Andrea 
Hanney, and James Pierson. 

  
MINUTES: 
Mike McCarthy made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on June 11, 2019. 
Ron Jombock seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 6-0 vote with Hank Sutton and John 
Gudgel voting present. 
 
AUDIENCE TO VISITORS:   
James Pierson provided an update and sketch outlining his design for a directional sign at Otter Lake for 
his Eagle Scout project.  After some discussion, Fred Fickas made a motion for the Commission to pledge 
50% of the total project cost, not to exceed $750.00.  Ron Jombock seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried with an 8-0 vote.   
 
BILL LIST: 
Ron Jombock made a motion to approve the bills totaling $199,883.14 for payment.  Jake Rettberg 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with an 8-0 vote. 
 
RECREATION: 
Park Financial Report: 
Total income for June was $25,202.74 with a year to date of $295,068.46.  Total monthly expense 
Otter Lake Park owes the Water Commission for May is $21,924.61. With a total owed to date of 
$0.00. 
 
Overnight Camping Rental Statistics: 
June    YTD 
Primitive Site – 8  Primitive Site - 30 
Electric Site – 27  Electric Site - 114 
Dock Rental – 6  Dock Rental - 31  
 

Canoe/Kayak Rental Statistics: 
YTD 
Kayak Half Day – 3  Canoe Half Day - 1 
Kayak Full Day – 1  Canoe Full Day - 0 
 

PARK MANAGER’S REPORT: 

Dennis Ross reported:   
 Otterlympics that was scheduled for June 15 was postponed due to poor weather conditions. 

Rescheduled date: TBA. 
 

 Hank's Sales and Service repaired the power trim unit on the patrol boat. Switches on the 
throttle and motor were replaced as well as the ignition. 
 

 A new gate was installed to the pond and burn pit entrance northwest of the lake on Deer Creek 
Road. 
 

 12 new buoys replaced old worn out buoys in the lake, working from Stamper Hill south to the 
bridge. Some of the better older buoys were salvaged and relocated. 
 



 Muskie Report: a couple of nice catches were reported, including Samantha's first muskie. Also, 
an email from Blake Ruebush, our IDNR biologist, informed us that the Jake Wolf Fish Hatchery 
had a surplus of muskie that they needed to get rid of, so they sent 26,000 3-4” muskie to Otter 
Lake. Even though the stocking rate is high, the fish are small and according to Blake, there will 
likely be a lower survival rate due to predation. 
 

 Our small rock barge recently delivered rock to three campers' docks. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:   
None to discuss. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:   

 The Board reviewed the Travel Expense Report 2019-16R submitted by Dennis Ross. 
 

 Dennis Ross presented to the board Ordinance No. 2019-02 – An Ordinance Establishing User 
Fees for the Otter Lake Area, Macoupin County, Illinois.  After some discussion, Ron Jombock 
made a motion to approve Ordinance 2019-02 with proposed changes.  John Gudgel seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried with a 7-0 vote, with Fred Fickas voting present. 

 
 Dennis Ross presented to the board changes to the Employee’s Policies and Procedures 

Manual.  Ron Jombock made a motion to approve the proposed changes.  Jack Rettberg 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 8-0 vote. 

 
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Dennis Ross reported: 

 Water Rate Increases: According to our 2018 Audit the water side of the balance sheet 
reflected an income of $45,559. This number is only in the black because we transfer funds 
from our reserves. 

 
Our budget spreadsheet is a quick snapshot of our financial status on a cash basis. In 2018 
the budget, which has actual figures in it, reflects a $45,284 loss. This includes $148,038 in 
transfers from our reserves. 
 
The proposed 3 step increase of $0.10 per thousand gallons would ensure that the 
Commissions financial status will stay positive. In the coming years we will be facing 
replacement of the water main on Rt 104 between Auburn and Pawnee, the remaining water 
main north of Glenarm, painting of both the Thayer and County Line water towers, 
replacement of the SCADA system, and replacement of the raw water intake. The list goes 
on as the Commission and much of its assets move past the 50-year mark. 
 
Of the funds the Commission has in the bank today 52% of them are funds set aside to repay 
our loans or are funds for the campground. Small manageable increases in our rates will 
lessen the impact on our customers while allowing the Commission to stay proactive in our 
maintenance of the system despite inflationary increases of our daily expenses. 

 
 319 Grant: We have modified the current grant to remove the mini dredge as our match and 

increase our shoreline protection from 5,300’ to 8,432’. This is a two-year program ending in 
September 2020. The changes will improve our cash flow over the grant period. The basin 
above the in-lake dam will still require dredging in the near future. 

 
 Pawnee Power Plant:  Joe and I attended yet another meeting on the power plant. It has 

been announced that Seimens the provider of the turbines is now going to own the power 
plant. With a major investor at the table the likelihood of the power plant being built has 
significantly increased. 



 
 Cargo Van:  The Cargo van at the park has a failing transmission. It was scheduled to be 

replaced next year. We have ordered through state bid a 2019 Ford Transit T150 medium 
top full-size van. The transit will be used as a service van in our water operation and the 2013 
Dodge Caravan Cargo Van will be transferred to the park. The state bid price on the transit 
van was $25,039. 

 
 CIWPOA Annual Outing:  The Commission will host the Annual CIWPOA golf outing and 

dinner on September 19th. 
 

OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT: 
Joe Hogan reported: 

 Water Quality- The lake was above full pool most of June. With more rain last month, we 
have seen a small rise in raw water turbidity. It has ranged from 5-50 NTUs. The temperature 
at 10’ remains in the low 70’s.  

 

 Fence Replacement- We replaced a fence along the west side of our dam. The old wooden 
posts were completely rotted and falling over.  

 

 Pump Maintenance- Late last month Peerless Pump Company came to the water plant to 
perform our annual pump maintenance. They serviced our raw, backwash, and high service 
pumps. This is an annual budget item. Our #3 raw water pump motor (20hp) has a bad 
bearing. We are having it pulled out and diagnosed. It will either be repaired or replaced 
depending on what all is wrong with it.  

 

 New Hires- Otter Lake Water Commission held interviews on June 27th. We had a very strong 
candidate pool. It was decided to hire two new operators. Brady Edwards and Cody Hannah 
will both be starting next week.  

 

 UV Maintenance- Stan Crawford, Brian Durbin, and Dylan March performed UV wiper collar 
and gel replacement on train #2. We completed the same maintenance on train #1 earlier 
this year.  

 

 Auburn East Booster Station- On June 25th we cut and capped the last water main that runs 
under the old booster station. Everything went smoothly. We had the opportunity to test out 
the city of Auburn’s new trench box. We are currently looking to buy the same type of box, 
so it was nice to get some practice with it.  

 

 Kennedy Road Leak- On June 11th the city of Auburn responded to a potential leak. It turned 
out to be on our line. The small leak was caused by an old repair clamp that had given out. 
We replaced the clamp. While we had the line shutdown, we also took out an old corporation 
stop that was on the line. It was no longer in use.  

 
OTHER BUSINESS:     

 None to discuss. 
 

At  6:51 pm Jake Rettberg made a motion to adjourn. John Gudgel seconded the motion.  
With no further business to discuss the meeting was unanimously adjourned. The next 
Commission Meeting will be held at the Otter Lake Water Commission Office - 6475 W 
Montgomery Rd, Virden, IL on Tuesday, August 13, 2019 at 5:00 pm. 

 

Andrea Hanney 

These Minutes were approved by the Board on 8/13/2019. 


